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Your Excellency, Mr. Federal President,

Your Excellency, Mr. Federal Minister,

Excellencies,

On 26 January, you were inaugurated as the 9th Federal President of the Second Republic in a solemn ceremony in the historical Reichsratssitzungssaal, now the Federal Assembly Chamber, of the Austrian Parliament. We should like to congratulate you, Mr. Federal President, most cordially and wish you all the best for the future in the exercise of this office of extremely high responsibility for the benefit of all Austrian citizens. Please also accept our heartfelt wishes for happiness, energy, optimism and good health on the occasion of your recent birthday. 

You have invited us to this traditional festive event in the magnificent Ceremonial Hall of the Vienna Hofburg to accept the best wishes of the Diplomatic Corps for the New Year. In my capacity as its Doyen, speaking on behalf of all the ambassadors present here today, I have the honour to sincerely wish you happiness and God’s blessings for the year 2017. 

On behalf of all of us, I should like to express my special gratitude to you, Mr. Federal President, and to your wife for having invited the heads of mission together with their spouses this year. As this is the first time, we particularly appreciate this noble gesture of special attention extended to us.

Mr. Federal President,

As ambassadors accredited to Austria, we greatly appreciate the privilege of serving as diplomats and performing our duties in a city as beautiful as Vienna. This city, where history, art and culture converge in unique harmony, has been a turntable of international politics for many decades. About 40 international organizations are based here, and Vienna is one of the four headquarters of the United Nations, besides New York, Geneva and Nairobi.

This year, Austria holds the chair of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). For you, Mr. Federal Minister, and your team this is a great challenge, but also a unique opportunity to address conflicts and open issues in Europe with courage and perseverance, with political skill and sensitivity, and – as far as possible – reach sustainable and acceptable solutions that serve the common good. Mr. Federal Minister, you may rest assured that the best wishes of the Diplomatic Corps will accompany you and your staff throughout the period of the Austrian chairmanship.

It is in the nature of things and inherent in the mission entrusted to us that we, as ambassadors, follow the activities of the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs with special attention. Last year, we observed a number of interesting initiatives, such the “Implementation Day”, which prepared the ground for the lifting of the international economic sanctions against Iran; the important Syria talks; the celebration on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the signing of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT); and the conference held at the Vienna Hofburg on “Human Trafficking and its Victims – New Developments”. In June, a symposium was dedicated to the topic of “Shifting Values? Integration of Refugees in Austria”.

Last but not least, the many cultural events in Austria and abroad should not go unmentioned. This year, we commemorate the 300th birthday of the great Empress Maria Theresa, the 250th birthday of Andreas Hofer, the Tyrolean freedom fighter, and the first performance, 150 years ago, of what many call Austria’s secret national anthem: “The Blue Danube Waltz”. 

Mr. Federal President,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is beyond doubt that the European Union currently faces the most serious challenges in decades. These include a slow rate of economic growth by international comparison, the still unresolved refugee issue, combined with armed conflicts at Europe’s borders, or the outcome of the British referendum on EU membership (BREXIT). The European Union and its Member States are called upon to find and deliver answers to these urgent questions. At the same time, the citizens of Europe will have to overcome their widespread EU scepticism. 

Faced with the inflow of people with different cultures, traditions and religions, many Europeans these days are afraid of losing their identity. However, in our multipolar world, with so many power centres and interest groups, diversity is not necessarily a cause of conflicts, confrontation and separation, but rather a source of mutual enrichment. The history of humankind is a history of fruitful exchanges between different cultures. 

As diplomats, we consider it one of our most noble tasks to promote mutual confidence, to build bridges in order to strengthen peace and solidarity in the relations between countries and peoples, and thus to safeguard the common good, the respect for life, and the freedom of religion. 

We should indeed be most grateful to Pope Francis for calling upon all people of good will to cultivate non-violence as “a style of politics for peace”, governing the way we treat each other within society and in international life in order to build a just and lasting peace. And the Pope adds, “hence, I plead for disarmament and for the prohibition and abolition of nuclear weapons” (Message on the occasion of the celebration of the 2017 Word Day of Peace).

Mr. Federal President,

Mr. Federal Minister,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion, I should like to thank you, Mr. Federal President, once again for today’s invitation. Permit us to wish you, your wife, the members of the Federal Government, in particular the Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs, as well as your staff all the best for 2017. Please accept the expression of our heartfelt thanks for the great support and highly competent assistance we have again received from you all during the past year. Your generous help has made it possible for us to perform our varied diplomatic duties in a better and more sustainable manner.

Finally, we extend our special and most cordial wishes to all Austrians – may the year 2017, which has just begun, be a time of joy, wellbeing, peace, security and inner and outer harmony.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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